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Debate over

pulp

is revived

By DEBBIE SCHIPP

The pulp mill debate has been-

resurrected on the North Coast
with a call for the timber, puip and
paper industries to be developed.

The call has come from an unexpect-
ed quarter — the northern organiser of
the ALP, Mr Laurie Brown.

Grafton-based Mr Brown said the .in-
dustries must be developed if country
areas, . especially the North Coast, were
to contribute positively to the State
economy.

He said a new Labor industry devel-
opment policy adopted at the party’s
annval conference in Sydney would en-
courage the development of the timber
and primary products-processing indus-
iries.

“The timber industry has enormous
opportunities to increase the value-added
compenent of the State’s output and
contribute to our economic growth,” Mr
Brown said.

When combined with Labor policies
to encourage softwood plantations and
manage native hardwood forests, the
new policy would give the timber indus-
try a clear indication that the Labor Par-
ty would support 2 modern and efficient
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timber and timber products industry, Mr
Brown said.

Pulp mill opponent Mr Martin Frolich
said he did not believe a pulp mill
would be endorsed by the community,

He said politicising the issue of tim-
ber industry aiternatives would not solve
the problem.

“There is a real need to look at a le-
gitimate strategy for the timber industry
and [ hope that we can get some sort of
structure to do that in place,” Mr Frelich
said.

“But I don’t think this is helped by [

politicising the issue, .

“The conservation movement and the
timber industry have indicated a willing-
ness to address industry alternatives, and
that will include looking at new pulp
mill technology, but at the moment a
pulp mill is just not on,” said Mr Frol- |
ich.

The Member for Clarence, Mr lan
Causley, said Labor’s ‘sndden about
face” on a pulp mill for the North Coast
was ‘designed only to win votes’.

“Mr Brown and Member for Page
Harry Woods exploited the issue unmer-
cifully during the last Federal election,

and now they’ve changed their minds,” 5

Mr Causley said.

Forest watch

The North-East Forest
Alliance has set up a for-
est watch in the Bindery
wilderness area of Dal-
morton State Forest, west
of Grafton, because the
Forestry Commission in-
tended to build a road on
part of the area assessed
as wilderness by the Na-
tional Parks.
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Mr Aiden Ricketts
C/- Big Berub Environment| Centre
LTSMORE NsW 2480 Your refarence:

' © 588 R Williama:SO

Qur refarence:
Tolephone: 438022
Fax: 432131

Dear Aiden

that, subject to confirmation from higher authority, J would be !
prepared to advise -you hen Mosquito Creek Road had been
approved and provide two! weeks notice of the ocommencement of
conatruction. Your contingent indicated that you would prefer a
months notice.

At our meeting last TunEday you might racall that I iﬁdicated

Please take this letter |as your official advice that the
Commiegsion will advise you when Moaquito Creek Road is approved
and will provide =a n of two (Z2) weeks notice of the
commencement of eonstructiopn. : .

ST yr—r

Please find attached thel Roading Economics for the Mosquito oy
Creek Section Dalmorton Stake Forest. ,

Yours faithfully

e |

RJ williams
DISTRICT FORESTER
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Confrontatton Ilkely over wllderhess roadtng plan

The Forestry ﬁofhmission is bu!ldlng road Ihto a prevlously unlogged
section of- the BIn@ery wilderness arga in the Dalmorton state forest .-
~’west of Grafton, acgording to Mr Ald n Ricketts, a sookesperson ror the
North F.as,t Forest Alllance (NEF A) ' vl

’ ) r
“’I he area was nomtnateo as a wndern ss area in 1988 and an Assessment
Report has now been prepared . by .the National Parks:and wildlife -
Servtg:e(NDWS) ‘whichidentifies thelareas ‘which quaHry as wnderness
‘Some areas which were part of the n minated area have been. excluded in
-the Assessment because- recent 1oggihg has already destroyeo their '
wiloerness quallttes - . Coel

The Forestry Commisslon 1s now Intending to push a road further into - '
the wilderness area specifically for fhe purposes of logging the area, yet -

" “logging in the area cannot 1awfully take place without completion of .an

" EIS, which 1s not-gue- unti July 1993. Clearly the Commissions haste to
build the road:now is a cynical attempt to pre empt the decision making'

. processes under the wilderness Act, by destroying the areas wilderness
values berore the area canbe protec d Mr Ricketts sald 2

The road construction w1ll be at gre t expense to the pub,lic and the
~ Forestry comrmission: can offer no’ satisfactory reason for the hasty
tlmmg of the operation - . , S :

The North East Forest Aniance wln ot accept the Forestrv Commisslons
approachof “gestroy now, assess 1atkr”, and 1S prepared to take direct o
“action inithe. forest to prevent the d structton of this important T e
wﬂoomess area A Rlcketts said. . . S . :
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“The area contains 1mportant habitat. [or a large number of endangered
species and contatns some, of the task old growth Spotted Gum stands on .
' the North Coast ‘ . : , oo
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——-—For more Informatlon contact Mﬁ Atdan chketts 066 213 278




